11/17/2016 
The Knox City-O’Brien CISD Board of Trustees met on this date in regular session with the following members present:  Amanda Duke, Scott Lynn, Dale Turner, and Al Rios
Absent –Jeremy Eaton and Clint Lewis
School personnel present: Louis Baty, Superintendent and Caleb Callaway, Athletic Director
Visitors Present: none
The meeting was called to order by Dale Turner at 7:01 pm.

Invocation was given by Scott Lynn
OPEN FORUM/ PUBLIC COMMENTS

No one present for Open Forum
ADOPTION OF ATHLETIC POLICY

Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 7:14 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to adopt the Athletic Policy as presented by Caleb Callaway.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS
Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 7:15 p.m. seconded by Scott Lynn to approve by consent the following agenda items: Knox City-O’Brien CISD October 18, 2016 Regular Board Meeting Minutes, Attest to the October 20, 2016 and November 7, 2016 Haskell-Knox SSA Management Board Meeting Minutes and all bills for payment except Lynn Electric.  Motion carried unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL TO PAY BILLS

Motion was made by Dale Turner at 7:16 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to approve the bill from Lynn Electric for payment as presented.  Motion carried unanimous vote. Scott Lynn abstained

ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS FOR SUPPORT OF EQUAL FUNDING FOR DISTRICTS LESS THAN 300 SQ. MILES
Motion was made by Al Rios at 7:18 p.m. seconded by Scott Lynn to adopt the following two resolutions of support for districts with less than 300 square miles of area. Motion carried unanimous vote.
Resolution Supported by Texas Association of Rural Schools

Whereas: Since the mid-1970’s, the State of Texas has recognized the diseconomy of scale of small/rural schools by providing a formula that adjusts for the high cost of small classes in schools with less than 1600 pupils in attendance However, when legislation was put forward to provide help for these small schools, many in the legislature at that time felt that some of these small schools were small by choice and should, therefore; be consolidated. The idea of encouraging consolidation obtained a majority of thought and the decision  was made that small school districts with less than 300 mi.² within their boundary should be encouraged to consolidate by funding them by a factor of 0.15 within the formula less than those districts above 300 mi.², and

Whereas: this factor would cause a funding discrepancy of 3% to 35% between school districts that would range in size from 200 to 1400 students within  districts with less than 1600 students in attendance, and

 Whereas: there are many school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance and less than 300 mi.² within their boundaries whose campuses are located within a community that is a county seat and, therefore; do not have the ability to attach themselves to another school district unwilling to consolidate or direct another school district within their county to consolidate with them, and

Whereas: students within a school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance and less than 300 mi.² within their boundaries and adjacent to a similar school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance above 300 mi.² within their boundaries and with the same tax rate will not be able to receive the same services as the students in this adjacent districts, and

Whereas: taxpayers within school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance and less than 300 mi.² within their boundaries in order to provide their students with the same services as neighboring school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance and above 300 mi.² within their boundaries must have a higher tax rate than their neighboring school district by up to 35%, and

Whereas: the State of Texas has now created Public Charter Schools throughout the state, most of which have less than 1600 pupils in attendance and suffer no penalty for their size, and

Whereas: since this penalty against small/rural school districts has been in effect for over 40 years and has contributed to very few consolidations, in fact most of the consolidations have been due  to the lack of students rather than revenue,  it is time for the State of Texas to stop penalizing students and taxpayers for where they reside, and
Therefore, be it resolved that: the Trustees of Knox City-O’Brien Consolidated Independent School District do hereby direct their Legislative representatives: Senator Charles Perry and Representative James Franks to author, co-author, and/or support to final passage legislation that will correct this more than 40 year old penalty against small/rural school districts with less than 1600 students in attendance and less than 300 mi.² within their boundaries.
Resolution supported by the Equity Center

WHEREAS, the Texas Legislature has recognized the higher costs associated with the diseconomy of scale impacting small districts for more than 40 years (Section 42.103 of the Texas Education Code); 

WHEREAS, Section 42.103(c) codifies a lesser formula for small districts with less than 300 square miles by decreasing the formula multiplier by 37.5%, which was arbitrary from the beginning and was never based on any study, other research or calculation;

WHEREAS, all Texas schools with less than 300 square miles are held to the same standards and requirements as schools with more than 300 square miles and should receive the same formula adjustment to educate their students; 

WHEREAS, a diseconomy of scale is not related to the number of square miles in a district, but, rather, is the recognition of the additional cost of delivering an education for a small number of students; 

WHEREAS, over 460 Texas districts are negatively affected and receive significantly less funding for the same increased burden of providing a quality education in a small school; 

WHEREAS, students in districts subject to the penalty are deprived of educational opportunities the state system makes available to similar districts not subject to the penalty;

WHEREAS, parents and other taxpayers in penalized districts are forced to pay higher average tax rates, while receiving substantially less funding for their children;

WHEREAS, the “300 square mile” differentiation was an arbitrary, off-the-cuff number offered in answer to a question during a hearing in 1975 and was not the result of any study, or even any forethought;

WHEREAS, the arbitrary “300 square mile” differentiation has no cost basis, and there is no reason to continue using two different funding formulas for Texas’ small schools;

WHEREAS, simply repealing the secondary, non-cost-based formula funding would allow these districts to be funded based on a state-recognized cost instead of an arbitrary and punitive amount;

NOW IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED that the Trustees of the Knox City-O’Brien CISD call on the Texas Legislature to repeal the secondary, punitive, and arbitrary small schools formula and fairly treat our children and taxpayers in the same manner the current system treats similar small districts.
ALLOCATION OF VOTES FOR DIRECTORS TO KJNOX COUNTY APPRAISAL DISTRICT
Motion was made by Scott Lynn at 7:19 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to allocate the 528 votes equally between Patsy Gonzales and Larry Thompson. Motion carried unanimous vote. 
APPROVAL OF KC BUCKS CERTIFICATES
Motion was made by Amanda Duke at 7:21 p.m. seconded by Dale Turner to approve awarding the employees of the District $50.00 in KC Bucks Certificates as a token of appreciation for their employment with the District. Motion carried unanimous vote.

OPERATION OF HASKELL-KNOX SSA
Louis Baty informed the Board the management board of the Haskell-Knox SSA has agreed to continue the operation of Haskell-Knox SSA for the 2017-18 school year.  Reevaluation of the feasibility of continued operation will be revisited in the fall of 2017

CHRISTMAS PARTY

 Louis Baty informed the Board the District will have a Faculty/Staff Christmas party on December 12. The KC Bucks Certificates will be presented at this time.

BUS REPAIRS


 Louis Baty updated the Board on repairs to the District’s bus fleet and the unanticipated expenses the repairs have required.  These repairs will require a budget amendment in the future to cover the expenses.

PERSONNEL
Motion was made by Scott Lynn at 7:33 p.m. seconded by Al Rios to employee Ernie Banks as a Maintenance/Custodial employee.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

ADJOURN

Motion was made by Scott Lynn, seconded by Al Rios to adjourn at 7:34 p.m.  Motion carried unanimous vote.

_______________________

President, Dale Turner





ATTEST: ____________________________








Amanda Duke, Secretary

